
Langafel Term 4 & 5 Year 5/6  

Knowledge Organiser: Space 

OVERVIEW Space 

This topic focusses on space and ties in with the scientific understanding of Earth and space; the relation-

ships between the Earth, Sun and Moon and how they directly affect each other. Using a range of online and 

book based resources, pupils will research the features and properties of the different planets of the solar 

system, contrasting and comparing their similarities and differences.  

During music, pupils will listen to ‘The Planets’, composed by Gustav Holst, and use technical musical vocabu-

lary to describe what they hear and discuss how these pieces are appropriate for the planets they represent.  

Van Gogh’s Starry Night will be the focus in art, with pupils studying the techniques used and working to rep-

licate them through their own pieces. 

In DT pupils will investigate cams and design and build a solar system related model using them. 

Knowledge and Skills: 
 

Art 

• Know about the work of Van Gogh. 

• Create movement in art work. 

• Analyse creative works and explain why techniques 

have been used. 

• Experiment with painting techniques for different 

parts of a piece e.g. stippling, brush strokes. 

• Use tone and shading in three dimensions 

DT 

• Use cams in a product. 
• Evaluate a product in detail. 

• Produce step by step plans. 

• Communicate ideas through discussion, an-

notated sketches, cross sectional and ex-

ploded diagrams. 

Music 

• Express their opinion of music using appro-
priate musical vocabulary. 

• Discuss similarities and differences in pieces 
of music and explain how composers and 
performers achieve this.  

Sun 

The Sun is a star, it is at the centre of the 

solar system and is orbited by 8 planets. 

Earth 

The Earth orbits the Sun, this takes 365 1/4 

days. The Earth rotates on its axis, this 

takes 24 hours 

Moon 

The Moon orbits Earth, it takes approxi-

mately 28 days to complete 1 orbit. 
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 Science Vocabulary Music Vocabulary Art & DT Vocabulary 

Orbit Tempo Shade 

Axis Dynamics Tone 

Rotate Pianissimo Stippling 

Waxing Forte Van Gogh 

Waning Crescendo Cam 

Gibbous Metre Cross-section 

Solar system Timbre Exploded diagram 


